CONTRIBUTIONS   TO   PSYCHO-ANALYSIS
gamut from the most petty jealousy to the most self-forgetful
loving-kindness, we have to take into consideration the peculiar
conditions of the formation of the feminine super-ego. From the
early identification with the mother in which the anal-sadistic
level so largely preponderates, the little girl derives jealousy and
hatred and forms a cruel super-ego after the maternal imago.
The super-ego which develops at this stage from a father-identifica-
tion can also be menacing and cause anxiety, but it seems never
to reach the same proportions as that derived from the mother-
identification. But the more the identification with the mother
becomes stabilized on the genital basis, the more will it be
characterized by the devoted kindness of a bountiful mother-
ideal. Thus this positive affective attitude depends on the extent
to which the maternal mother-ideal bears the characteristics of
the pregenital or of the genital stage. But when it comes to the
active conversion of the emotional attitude into social or other
activities, it would seem that it is the paternal ego-ideal which
is at work. The deep admiration felt by the little girl for the
father's genital activity leads to the formation of a paternal
super-ego which sets before her active aims to which she can
never fully attain. If, owing to certain factors in her develop-
ment, the incentive to accomplish these aims is strong enough,
their very impossibility of attainment may lend an impetus to her
efforts which, combined with the capacity for self-sacrifice which
she derives from the maternal super-ego, gives a woman, in indi-
vidual instances, the capacity for very exceptional achievements
on the intuitive plane and in specific fields.
The boy, too, derives from the feminine phase a maternal
super-ego which causes him, like the girl, to make both cruelly
primitive and kindly identifications. But he passes through this
phase to resume (it is true, in varying degrees) identification with
the father. However much the maternal side makes itself felt in
the formation of the super ego, it is yet the paternal super-ego
which from the beginning is the decisive influence for the man.
He too sets before himself a figure of an exalted character upon
which to model himself, but, because the boy is 'made in the
image of his ideal, it is not unattainable. This circumstance
contributes to the more sustained and objective creative work of
the male.
The dread of injury to her womanhood exercises a profound
influence on the castration complex of the little girl, for it causes
her to over-estimate the penis which she herself lacks; this
exaggeration is then much more obvious than is the under-
lying anxiety about her own womanhood. I would remind you
212